S2  Trial  of  Mrs  Smith  for  Poisoning. 

to  the  impossibility  of  observing  morbid  appearances  in  the  special 
case,  on  which  alone  a relevant  opinion  could  be  given,  and  on  which 
alone  Dr  Mackintosh  was  understood  to  speak, — must  have  rested 
either  on  the  denial  of  the  powers  of  accufate  observation  in  the  re- 
porters, or  on  an  opinion  that  morbid  appearances  cannot  be  traced 
when  the  parts  are  in  a state  of  preservation. 

If  the  latter  notion  formed  the  ground  of  Dr  Mackintosh’s  state- 
ment, I fear  it  will  be  impossible  to  convince  him  of  the  reverse. 
If, ■’bn  the  other  hand,  it  was  on  the  inaccurate  powers  of  observation 
of  the  Dundee  gentlemen  and  myself,  in  contradistinction  to  the 
accuracy  of  one  who  “ has  been  much  accustomed  to  pathological 
investigations,”  that  his  opinion  rested,  I think  it  may  be  possible 
to  .satisfy  my  friend  under  this  view  of  the  case.  If  he  did  not  at- 
tach any  weight  to  the  pointed  terms  in  which  both  reports  spoke 
of  the  state  of  preservation  of  the  alimentary  canal,  he  might  at 
least  have  given  me  credit  for  not  being  likely  to  fall  into  so  unpar- 
donable a blunder  as  the  confounding  pseudo-morbid  with  morbid- 
appearances  ; for  he  must  be  aware,  that  the  elfects  of  time  and  de- 
cay on  morbid  appearances  form  an  important  topic  in  medical  ju- 
risprudence, of  which  no  professor  of  that  science  can  be  ignorant. 
I shall  say  nothing  of  my  experience.  It  is  far  better  that  the  facts 
of  the  question  speak  for  their  own  accuracy,  when  they  really  do 
not  require  the  authority  of  a name  to  stamp  them  accurate ; and 
therefore  I beg  to  subjoin  the  following  extracts  from  the  original 
notes  which  formed  the  basis  of  my  report. 

October  5th.  * ^ “ Except  that  the  mere  surface  of  the  villous 
coat  Avas  softened,  they  (the  stomach  and  intestines)  Avere  in  a state 
of  good  preservation,  and  not  smelling  very  distinctly  like  putrid  in- 
testine.” * * On  a portion  (of  the  stomach)  equal  in  size  to  two 
or  three  half  crowns,  there  are  several  irregular  coalescing  streaks 
and  patches  of  a deep  black  colour,  Avhich  appear  to  be  produced  by 
blood  mixed  Avith  the  dissolved  part  of  the  villous  coat,  and  likeAvise 
extravasated  and  incorporated  in  its  substance.  Here  in  one  or  tAvo 
places  the  villous  coat  has  evidently  been  destroyed ; but  over  most 
of  the  patches  this  appearance  is  deceptive,  and  arises  from  eleva- 
tion of  their  margins,  the  villous  coat  being  actually  continuous  and, 
except  merely  on  its  surface,  very  firm.” 

It  must  be  apparent  to  every  reader,  that  this  description  Avas 
draAvn  up  under  the  guidance  of  an  attention  pointedly  excited  by 
the  characteristic  appearances  of  violent  irritation  after  so  long  an 
interval  as  four  Aveeks  after  death. 

If  I understood  correctly  the  tenor  of  a conversation  I had  Avith 
Dr  Mackintosh  immediately  after  his  evidence  Avas  concluded,  the 
statement  Avhich  has  led  to  the  present  comment  Avas  intended  mere- 
ly as  a general  opinion  as  to  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  morbid 
appearances  after  the  lapse  of  time.  If  so,  his  Avords  bore  not  that 
meaning.  And  if  they  had  it  Avould  have  been  both  an  irrelevant 
and  an  immaterial  meaning  ; for  I dare  say  nobody  in  court  needed 
to  be  informed  that  morbid  appearances  must  fall  aAvay  Avith  the 
body  into  corruption,  and  that  the  decay  is  often  rapid. 
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THE 


EXTEAOEDINAET  CHAEGE  OF  EAPE 

AGAINST  DR.  HUNTER. 


HE  Case  set  forth  in  the  follo^\■illg  pages  has  excited  so  much  interest 


that  we  feel  hound  to  gratify  the  natural  curiosity  of  the  jjuhlic  hy 
-its  reproduction  in  a more  correct  and  extended  form.  Concurring  in 
the  verdict  of  the  jury,  we  cannot  help  expressing  our  opinion  that  “ true 
hills  ” should  not  liave  been  in  the  ,fir^  instance  returned.  We  iiroceed, 
without  fiu'ther  comment,  to  place  before  our  readers  the  full  details  of 
this  strange  and  important  trial : — 


WJmkTm  AT  THE  KAEYLEBONE  POLICE  GOHET. 

OBERT  HUNTER,  of  3,  Queensgate-terrace,  Kensington,  and  14, 


Upper  Seymour-street,  was  brought  up  on  a warrant  by  Kirby,  233 
1),  one  of  the  wari’ant  officers  of  the  court,  charged  for  “ that  he  did,  on 
the  14th  day  of  October  last,  feloniously  and  carnally  know  and  abuse  one 
Annie  Merrick  against  her  will  and  consent.” 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Tooley-street,  solicitor-,  appeared  to  prosecute  ; and  Mr. 
Herring  and  Mr.  Scaife  defended  the  prisoner. 

Mr.  Butler. — must  ask  your  worship  kindly  to  attend  to  take  Mrs. 
Merrick’s  cadence  at  her  house.  She  is  still  quite  unlit  to  attend. 

3Ir.  Mansfield. — Have  you  any  medical  certificate  to  that  effect  ? 

!Mr.  Butler. — Dr.  Ramadge,  who  saw  her  on  Saturday,  promised  to  be 
liere. 

Shortly  afterwards  Dr.  Ramadge  entered  the  court,  and  said — ^Mrs. 
iMerrick,  when  I saw  her  on  Saturday,  was  suffering  from  consumption. 
I saw  her  three  months  ago,  when  she  attended  upon  me  twic6j  and  then 
ceased.  I do  not  think  it  would  be  safe  to  bring  her  hero  to-day,  £vs  she 
is  suffering  from  active  consiunptioii.  It  would  be  unsafe  to  bring  her  out 
in  tlie  cold. 

Jlr.  Herring. — Suppose  she  were  wrapped  up  warmly  and  brought  in  a 
warm  Ciih,  would  she  be  liable  to  take  any  harm  then  ? ' ; , 

Dr.  Ramadge. — She  might  attend,  but  I think  the  anxiety  of  mind  would 
be  uijurious.  1 saw  her  last  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  Mansfield. — Did  you  then  consider  she  was  unable  to  come  out? 

Dr.  Ramadge. — Quito  unfit.  Her  right  lung  is  greatly  ^diseased,  and 
■she  is  now  suffering  from  the  softening  of  the  tubercles.''  The 'profuse 
perspiration  indicates  that. 

Mr.  Kirby,  the  divisional  surgeon,  said  that  he  had  seen  Mrs.  Merrick 
that  morning,  and  she  was  unfit  to  he  moved. 

Mr.  Mansfield.-— I do  not  see  what  else  we  can  do  hut  go.  These  state- 
ments of  the  medical  gentlemen  need  not  go  on  the  depositions,  but  it 
justifies  me  in  taking  the  very  unusual  course  1 do  in  going  there. . 
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All  parties  proceeded  to  52,  Baker-street,  where  ^Irs,  Merrick  was  ire 
Ijed,  propped  up  by  pillows.  She  is  apparently  from  28  to  iW  years  of 
age.  Her  face  bears  the  impress  of  her  having  been  a fine-looking  woman, 
but  now  her  complaint  has  very  much  emaciated  her.  She  gave  her  evi- 
dence in  a very  calm  and  collected  manner,  and  also  endured  a long  and 
rigid  cross-examination.  ” 

• She  said — My  name  is  Annie  Merrick.  I am  married.  For  some  time- 
past  I have  been  suftering  from  consumption.  In  September  last  I placed' 
myself  under  the  treatment  of  llobert  Hunter,  of  14,  Upper  Sc3'inour- 
street.  I visited  him  several  times.  Last  Saturday  three  Aveeks  I visited' 
liim.  I went  into  the  room,  and  he  desired  me  to  sit  and  inhale  some- 
thing.  ^ After  I had  been  doing  this  some  time  he  said  he  would  examine- 
the  pain  iii  my  side  from  which  I was  suffering.  He  knelt  doAvn  and  put 
one  hand  np  my  clothes,  and  was  examining  my  side.  He  was  in  front  of 
me.  All  at  once  he  threw  me  back  in  the  chair,  placed  his  head  overTuy 
mouth,  and  I found  he  was  in  an  indecent  position.  He  was  having 
connection  Avith  mo.  I was  not  unconscious  at  all,  biit  I felt  stupid,  Avitli 
a paralj’-sing  sort  of  feeling  Avhich  I cannot  describe.  I told  him  I Avould 
not  enter  the  house  again,  and  that  ho  Avas  a brute.  I rushed  from  the- 
house  as  quicklj  as  I could. 

Cross-examined. — I did  not  see  Mr.  Butler,  the  solicitor,  before  Saturday 
last.  I did  not  say  that  the  offence  took  place  on  the  20th.  I believ'c  it 
Avas  last  Saturday  three  Aveeks  I Avent  there,  and  there  a great  inanj- 
people  there  Avaiting  to  see  him.  Thej'  Avere  all  patients  and  all  in  a 
room.  I cannot  sa^-  Iioav  many  there  Avere.  I left  tAvo  or  three  in  the- 
room  Avhen  I Avent  into  his  room.  His  room  AA-as  upstairs  Avhero  I saAv 
liim.  The  others  remained  beloAV.  I said  ho  put  his  face  OA'cr  mine. 
The  man  serA’ant  let  me  out,  and  let  me  in.  f did  not  say  an^'thing  to 
the  man  servant.  I spoke  to  m3’  mother  that  daj’  of  it.  I gave  the  man 
sei’A'ant  a shilling  because  he  had  alAA’a^’s  been  civil,  and  I kncAv  it  aa’us: 
the  last  time  that  I should  go  there.  I told  mj’  mother  the  same  da\' 
about  it.  I ncA’'cr  sent  for  him  to  visit  me  afterAvards,  for  if  he  had  come- 
into  the  house  I should  haA’e  ordered  him  out.  I have  an  aunt,  but  she  is- 
not  in  London.  Mother  sent  the  next  day  to  his  house  for  Dr.  Wills, 
and  he  came  to  me  three  tinACS.  I never  had  Dr.  Wills  before  this  to 
visit  me.  I saAV  him  at  Hunter’s  house.  I bclicA’c  it  AA'as  Saturday  three 
AA'eeks  Avhen  it  occurred.  I had  to  put  a blister  on  mj*  side  on  that  same 
<lay.  I rather  objected  to  the  blister.  I have  had  mustard  poultices  on. 
I had  no  conversation  then  about  going  to  a cemetery  and  catching  cold. 
I first  told  my  husband  that  I had  been  insulted,  but  not  the  whole  of  it 
until  last  Mondaj’.  I sent  to  his  house  for  some  one  to  come  and  sec  mo. 
Hot  a Avord  had  then  been  said  about  mj*  term  haAung  expired  and  I must 
pay  a further  fee.  The  Monday  folloAving  the  Saturday*  this  occurred 
Wills  came  to  see  mo.  He  came  three  times,  and  another  doctor  named 
MelA’ille  three  times.  He  said  nothing  about  fees.  He  (Wills)  said  I 
Avas  in  a Aveak  state  and  he  should  like  to  see  my  husband.  During  the 
time  Wills  and  Melville  visited  me  I did  not  saj’  one  Avord  of  AA'hat  Dr. 
Hunter  had  done  to  me.  I resided  before  I came  here  at  mj- house  in 
Conduit-street,  Eegent-street.  I AA’as  married  there.  I have  been  married 
four  years  next  April.  I have  only  been  suffering  badlj'  from  this  com- 
plaint for  the  last  three  months ; bvit  I had  been  bad  before.  In  Condnit- 
Htrect  I kept  a private  lodging-liouse  for  gentlemen  and  ladies — I mean 
for  married  people,  I inhaled  something  for  some  time  from  an 
instrument  on  the  table,  and  Avhich  he  told  me  to  put  my  mouth  to.  I 
haA’e  inhaled  before,  and  thought  it  part  of  the  insfrument.  I ncA’cr 
became  perfectly  unconscious ; 1 Avas  stupefied  and  paralj’sed.  I could 
not  Hay  Avhether  it  Avas  the  same  stuff  I inhaled  on  this  day  as  I hail 
before.  When  ho  got  up  he  Avent  across  the  room  to  the  Avash-hand 


4>a8in,  diil  something  tliere  tuul  fastened  up  his  clothes.  Wlien  lie  got 
Ironi  me  I rushed  from  the  room.  The  chair  on  which  1 sat  was  a very 
low  one,  with  no  arms  to  it.  I cannot  tell  whether  my  dress  was 
•slisordered  as  I was  frightened.  I wore  drawers.  I was  shown  into  the 
Toom  by  the  servant.  When  I went  into  the  room  he  came  in  from 
smother  room,  I believe.  I cannot  say  for  certain  wliether  he  was  sitting 
slown  or  whether  he  came  from  another  room.  The  door  of  the  room  was 
fastened  after  I got  in.  He  (Hunter)  always  used  to  fasten  it.'  I have 
seen  him  fasten  the  little  bolt.  He  did  not  fasten  the  door  directly  upon 
this  occasion.  The  servant  came  to  the  door,  and  then  Hunter  fastened 
it.  I think  I had  been  inhaling  for  about  ten  minutes  when  he  fastened 
it.  Cannot  say  how  long  I was  in  the  room  altogether.  I went  out  into 
■Oxford-street.  Before  I left  he  said  he  would  have  something  made  up 
for  me.  I.  returned  to  the  door  after  leaving  Oxford-street ; but  as  the 
blister  was  not  ready  I did  not  wait.  When  I left  his  place  I went  to  a. 
driend’s  house  at  the  corner  of  Quebec-strect.  I decline  to  tell  her  name. 
I went  in  there  because  I was  excited. 

Mr.  Herring. — What  is  the  name  of  your  friend  ? 

Mr.  Butler. — ^Don’t  answer  that  question. 

Mr.  Herring. — Oh ! but  I submit  that  it  is  a most  important  one,  and 
ought  to  be  answered.  It  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  which  we 
have.  She  says  she  goes  to  see  her  friend  because  she  is  excited,  and  yet 
■does  not  mention  this  alleged  assault  to  her,  and  yet  she  does  so  on  the 
;same  day. 

3Ir.  Mansfield  ruled  she  was  not  1)ound  to  mention  the  name. 

Cross-examination  continued. — My  friend  is  a widow,  bxit  not  yet  40. 
I liave  known  her  for  about  two  years.  I only  waited  there  a few  minutes 
till  I thought  the  blister  was  ready.  When  I returned  the  man  said  it 
was  not  ready.  I did  not  say  one  single  ^yord  to  the  lady  about  the 
doctor’s  behaviour.  I did  not  appear  excited  before  the  lady  because  I 
*could  control  myself. 

Mr.  Herring. — I now  ask  for  the  name  of  your  friend  whom  j'ou  went 
to  see. 

Mr.  MansfiehL — How  can  it  serve  your  purpose  ? 

Mr.  Herring. — You  see,  sir,  ^yhat  her  statement  is.  She  says  she  goes 
to  her  house  in  a state  of  excitement,  and  having  got  there  she  says  she 
can  control  her  temper.  I think  it  is  most  material  that  we  should  have 
lier  name  in  order  to  examine  her.  Then  upon  leaving  the  doctor’s  house 
she  says  nothing  to  the  man  who  lets  her  out,  but  gives  him  a shilling 
and  goes  across  to  this  lady. 

Mrs.  Merrick, — It  was  when  I returned  the  second  time  that  I gave  him 
the  shilling.  I have  an  objection  to  give  her  name,  as  on  my  oath  I de- 
•clare  I said  nothing  to  her  of  it. 

Mr.  Herring. — Was  it  a pid)lic-house  or  private  house  ? 

Mr.  Butler. — ^Do  not  answer. 

Mr.  Mansfield  said  he  thought  that  they  had  got  a description  of  the 
party  near  enouglu 

Cross-examination  resumed. — I know  that  there  is  a charge  against  my 
husband  and  brother  for  assaulting  the  prisoner,  and  that  it  was  to  have 
come  on  to-day  at  the  sessions  at  Clerkenwell.  My  husband  went  to  Dr. 
Hunter’s  to  make  some  fresh  arrangement  for  him  to  visit  me.  This  was 
-after  the  assault  upon  me.  When  my  husband  camo  home  he  said  ho  had 
■been  to  see  Dr.  Hunter,  who  said  the  month  was  up  and  he  wanted  another 
•nye  guineas.  I told  my  husband  he  should  not  pay  any  more  money  to 
him,  and  the  doctor  should  not  attend  me.  He  asked  me  why,  and  I told 
him  what  he  had  done.  I hud  the  assistance  of  Wills  and  Melville  becauso 
they  h^  been  paid  to  come.  I know  my  husband  hml  been  to  the  police- 
•court  after  he  came  homo.  I cannot  say  of  my  own  knowledge  that  they. 
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■will  bo  called  upon  to-day  at  the  trial.  I told  my  Imubaiid  all  about  Df. 
Hunter’s  conduct  to  mo  the  same  day  (Thursday)  that  he  was  taken  to- 
the  police  court.  I told  him  something  of  it  after  he  came  back  from 
A'isiting  Dr.  Hunter.  I mean  upon  his  iirst  visit,  and  not  after  he  came 
from  the  police  court.  I cannot  say  whether  his  trousers  were  open  or- 
not  when  he  -was  at  the  wash-liand  basin,  as  his  back  was  towards  me. 
I only  remained  in  the  room  long  enougli  to  pick  up  my  gloves  and  tlie 
things  I had  put  out  of  my  hand.  Ho  unbolted  the  door.  I cannot  say 
when  he  did  that.  I rushed  over  to  the  door  and  waited  till  he  had  undone 
it.  I cannot  tell  how  I got  uj).  He  put  his  face  over  my  mouth,  and  I 
could  not  breathe.  That  iireventcd  me  from  screaming.  I did  not  scream,, 
as  I was  partly  frightened  and  partly  paralysed.  I did  not  scream  as  I 
did  not  want  to  make  a scene  amongst  the  other  patients.  I went  home 
and  told  my  mother.  I gave  him  a guinea  on  Monday  and  another  on- 
Tuesday  of  my  first  visits,  and  he  said  if  ho  diil  not  cure  me  m a month 
he  would  attend  me  again.  I think  Wills  and  Melville  visited  me  live 
times  ; it  might  be  six.  They  came  once  together.  Not  a sentence  was 
said  to  them  about  Dr.  Hunter.  They  said  they  could  not  attend  any 
more  as  the  month  was  up,  unless  they  were  paid  more  fees. 

Ee-examined. — The  visit  I refer  to  of  my  husband  to  Dr.  Hunter’s 
liouse  was  about  the  money)  and  not  after  the  assault.  I did  not  mean 
the  visit  when  mj-  husband  and  brother  committed  the  assault. 

Mr.  Herring  addiiesped  the  ■ magistrate  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  and 
said  he  did  not  think  his  worship  would  send  the  case  for  trial  upon  the- 
unsupported  testimony  of  the  poor  Avoman.  There  were  strong  impro- 
babilities of  a man  like  his  client  ever  committing  such  an  outrage.  He 
would  call  Drs.  Wills  and  Melville,  Avho  had  been  in  constant  attendance 
upon  her,  and  to  neither  of  these  had  she  mentioned  a syllable  of  the 
alleged  assaidt.  Upon  the  eAudence  before  his  Avorship  he  Avould  a.sk  him 
to  admit  the  prisoner  to  bail,  good  substantial  bail,  till  a future  occasion, 
and  then  he  Avould  liaAm  other  Avitnesses  in  attendance.  If  she  had  been- 
assaulted  in  the  Avay  she  said,  Avould  not  she  IniAm  called  out,  ns  any 
prudent  -ivoman  Avoidd  luiA'e  done?  She  said  again  she  Avent  to  a friend’s 
house  at  the  corner  of  Quebec-street  in  an  excited  state,  but  Avhen  she  got 
inside  she  Avas  able  to  control  herself. 

Mrs.  Merrick  (raising  herself  up).— Will  the  magistrate  alloAv  Hunter 
to  stand  before  me,  and  then  see  if  he  Avill  say  he  has  not  insulted  me  as 
I ha\'e  said  ? 

She  Avas  informed  that  this  could  not  be  alloAved. 

Mr.  Mansfield. — The  proj)er  course  uoav  is  to  adjourn  back  to  the  court- 

The  prisoner  Avasthen  taken  back  in  custody. 

Kirby,  2.33  D,  said — took  the  prisoner  into  custody  on  Saturday- 
night.  I shoAved  him  the  AA'arrant,  and  he  read  it.  He  said  nothing  at. 
the  time,  and  sent  for  a ladj*  and  gentleman  residing  in  the  house.  The 
gentleman  said,  “ What  is  this  ?”  and  the  prisoner  said  he  Avas  charged 
with  assaulting  a lady. 

This  being  the  close  of  the  case  for  the  prosecution, 

Mr.  Herring  said — Before  I make  any  obserA'ations  to  your  Avor.ship,  or 
call  any  Avitnesses,  I Avould  respectfully  ask  it  you  IiaA'C  decided  on 
sending  this  case  for  trial,  because  if  so  it  Avill  be  useless  my  going  on  i 

Mr.  JIansfield. — As  for  making  up  my  mind  to  send  tlie  case  for  trial 
I have  not  (lone  that.  You  can  address  me  as  regards  laiil,  because  I 
not  satisfied  at  the  hasty  Avay  in  Avhich  the  Avarrauthas  been  executed  on 

the  eve  of  the  trial  for  the  assault.  ^ . 

Mr.  Herring. — It  has  gone  forth  to  the  public  that  my  client  Avas  not 
qualified  to  practise.  To  show  that  he  is  I hold  in  my  haml  a diploma 
which  he  obtained  in  Ncav  York,  and  another  in  Canada.  >\  hat  bail  ai  ill 
you  take,  sir  V 
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Mr.  Mansfield. — His  own  bail  in  the  sum  of  4,000/.,  and  two  sureties  in 
2,000/.  each  for  his  re-appearance. 

Feli.^|fffi$ti,;a  l^lirett  difitonfint  colBi^l,_j'rCBiafiigr5rir  IGrStanley- 
crescenfn'«^^ih!?tmi4^n(f'Wimani4)aiiiot-*BbnT^MTrJofiTfe6ir,‘I)uhlis 
of  Mj-rtle  Villa,  Laurel-grove,  Penge,  were  the  hail. 

The  case  was  then  adjourned,.'  and  the  prisoner  left  with  his  solicitor 
anfl^iends. 


At  the  second  examination  before  the  magistrate,  Mrs.  Merrick 
mentioned  the  name  of  her  friend,  saying  that  she  had  no  wish  to  with- 
hold it.  Her  friend’s  name  was  iftrs.  Charlan,  living  at  237,  Oxford- 
street. 

Mr.  Sleigh  then  cross-examined  Mrs.  Merrick.  Witness  said — ^The 
next  day  after  this'occiuTcd  was  on  a Sunday,  and  on  the  Monday  my 
mother  went  for  Dr.  Wills — ^not  for  Dr.  AVills  exactly,  but  for  a doctor. 
I sent  to  Dr.  Hunter  to,  send  a doctor  to  me.  On  that  Monday  I saw 
another  doctor,  and  that  was  Dr.  Wills.  He  came  here  to  see  me.  That 
was  the  first  time  I saw  Dr.  Wills.  I went  to  Dr.  Hunter’s  house  ou 
Saturday,  the  14th  October.  It  was  about  eleven  o’clock,  and  I had  to 
wait  a long  time  to  see  him.  Wlien  I got  home  it  was  between  two  and 
three  in  the  afternoon.  I think  I was  at  Dr.  Hunter’s' for  more  than  two- 
hours  before  I saw  him.  It  must  have  been  considerably  past  one  when 
I saw  him,  because  it  only  took  but  a few  minutes  to  go  home  in  a cab. 
I was  only  five  or  ten  minutes  at  my  friend’s.  I Avent  straiglit  to  my 
friend’s  from  Dr.  Hunter’s.  I went  straight  to  Mrs.  Gliarlan’s,  and 
stayed  with  her  about  ten  minutes,  and  Avent  back  to  the  doctor’s  for  a 
bottle  of  medicine.  The  person  I asked  for  the  bottle  of  medicine  Avas- 
the  one  I usually  saAv  and  opened  the  door  to  me.  It  Avas  on  the  second 
occasion  of  my  call  that  I gaA-e  the  man  the  shilling,  and  got  the  medicine 
from  him.  I felt  A’ery  ill  then,  and  I hailed  a cab  about  tAvo  doors  from 
Dr.  Hunter’s  house,  and  Avent  straight  home.  I called  on  no  one  else — 
only  Mrs.  Charlan.  I saAv  no  medical  man  on  Sunday.  I am  quite  sure 
it  Avas  on  a Monday  my  mother  Avent  for  a doctor.  The  lady  I have 
mentioned  is  the  AvidoAv  lady  I referred  to  before. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Butler. — I kneAv  it  Avas  Dr;  Hunter’s  practiee 
not  to  come  out  himself;  therefore,  1 knoAv,  Avhen  I sent  niy  mother 
for  a doctor  on  the  Monday,  that  there  Avas  no  chance  of  his  coming 
out. 

Mr.  Mansfield  (to  Dr.  Kirby,  Avho  is  noAV  in  attendance  upon  her)i.^[s 
Mrs.  Merrick  better  ? 

Dr.  Kirby. — She  is  a little  better. 

All  parties  returned  to  the  court. 

Mr.  Sleigh  made  a poAverful  appeal  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  AA'honr 
he  declared  to  be  an  innocent  and  ill-used  man,  and  Avoimd  up  by  ex- 
pressing a hope  that  the  magistrate  Avould  take  such  a vieAv  of  the  case 
as  to  restore  him  to  society  without  a blemish  on  his  character. 

Tlie  prisoner  declared  that  the  charge  Avas  deliberately  false  in  every 
particular.  He  was,  hoAvever,  fully  committed  for  trial  at  the  next 
Central  Criminal  Court  Sessions.  He  Avas  admitted  to  bail,  himself  in 
4,000/.  and  two  sureties  in  2,000/.  each. 
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THE  TBIAL  OE  DE.  HUNTEE 

AT  THE 

CENTRAL  CRIMINAL  COURT. 
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Robert  Hunter  was  indicted  for  liaving  on  the  14th  ultimo  committed 
n rape  on  the  peraou  of  Annie  Merrick,  was  arraigned  on  Friday, 
Xov.  24th,  before  Mr.  Justice  Byles,  to  take  Ids  trial  for  the  alleged 
cft'ence.  ® 

Mr.  Serjeant  Robinson  and  Mr.  Butler  Rigby,  instructed  by  Messrs. 
John  and  Walter  Butler,  conducted  the  prosecution ; and  Mr.  Seijeant 
Ballantine,  Mr.  Sleigh,  and  Mr.  Montagu  Williams,  instructed  by  Messrs. 
Lewis  and  Lewis,  of  Ely -place,  defended  the  prisoner. 

Much  public  interest  was  manifested  in  the  case,  the  court  being 
crowded  in  every  part. 

Shortly  before  the  proceedings  opened  the  prosecutrix  was  conducted 
through  the  court  by  her  solicitor  to  one  of  the  waiting-rooms  in  the 
hall.  She  is  a tall,  ladylike  person,  and  looked  exceedingly  pale. 

His  Lordship  having  taken  his  seat,  the  prisoner  was  jilaccd  in  the 
dock,  and  in  answer  to  the  formal  (picstion  as  to  whether  he  u as  “ Guilty” 
or  “ Not  Guilty,”  replied  in  a firm  voice,  “Not  Guilty.^’ 

All  witnesses  on  both  sides  having  been  ordered  out  of  court, 

Mr.  Serjeant  Robinson  rose  and  said — Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  have 
heard  the  charge  against  the  prisoner  at  the  bar — a charge  that  rests 
mainly  upon  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Merrick,  the  prosecutrix.  The  pri- 
soner, it  appears,  has  for  some  time  past  been  practising  medically  for 
consumption,  but  he  is  not  registered,  but  I believe  ho  was  when  in  New 
York.  The  husband  of  the  prosecutrix  it  a tobacconist,  in  Upper  Baker- 
street.  She  having  been  very  ill,  it  was  arranged  that  she  should  go  to 
see  Dr.  Hunter,  and  she  accordingly  did  so  in  September,  and  again  on 
the  14th  of  October,  when  the  assault  took  place.  As  soon  as  she  went  into 
Dr.  Hunter’s  room  he  gave  her  something  to  inhale,  and  afterwards  he 
Avent  and  bolted  the  door,  knelt  down,  and  said  he  Avanted  to  feel  her  side. 
Having  done  this  he  subsequentlj'  had  connection  A^dth  her.  When  the 
prosecutrix  recoA'ered  her  strength,  she  left,  saying,  “ I will  never  visit 
this  place  again.”  She  afterwards  Avent  to  the  house  of  a Mrs.  Charlan, 
uTid  afterwards  returned  to  Dr.  Hunter’s  to  get  an  embrocation.  She 
did  not  communicate  to  Mrs.  Charlan  Avhat  had  taken  place.  Noav, 
gentlemen,  it  Avill  be  for  you  to  say  Avhether  from  this  fact  the  testimony 
of  the  prosecutrix  will  be  relied  upon.  She  got  her  medicine,  and  then 
took  a cab  and  went  home,  and  commuicated  Avhat  had  happened  to  her 
mother.  She  Avas  then  very  ill,  and  took  to  her  bed,  and  never  left  it 
till  last  Sunday.  The  mother  of  the  prosecutrix  Avent  to  Dr.  Hunter  to 
knoAV  if  he  AA'Oidd  send  some  one  to  see  her  daughter.  Dr.  Hunter  did 
not  go,  but  a Dr.  Wills  AA-ent,  Avho  saAv  the  prosecutrix  and  prescribed 
for  her.  Things  Avent  on  till  the  end  of  October,  AA’hen  the  prosecutrix 
made  a communication  to  her  husband,  which  caused  him  to  decide  that 
she  should  not  go  to  the  place  again,  and  he  and  the  brother  of  tlie  prose- 
cutrix Avent  afterAA’ards  to  the  house  of  Dr.  Hunter  and  gaAm  him  a horse- 
whipping, an  act  certainly  most  illegal,  and  they  Avcrc  gh'en  into  custody, 
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•charged  with  asRuuIt.  Now,  gentlemen,  what  on  earth  could^  be  the 
motive  of  the  prosecutrix  in  making  the  charge  if  it  was  untrue  ^ Witli 
regard  to  the  assault,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that  being  tlie  result  of 
the  assault  upon  the  prosecutrix.  I shall  now  call  witnesses  before  you, 

; and  it  will  be  for  you  to  say  whether  you  believe  them  or  not, 

Annie  Merrick  was  then  called,  and  examined  by  Mr.  Butler  Eigby. 
She  said ; — I am  the  prosecutrix,  and  the  wife  of  Samuel  Merrick,  52, 
Upper  Baker-street.  He  is  a tobacconist.  Previous  to  the  9th  of  last 
September  I had  been  suffering  from  consumption.  In  that  month  I con- 
•sulted  the  prisoner,  and  saw  him  four  times  between  that  and  the  14th  of 
October  at  his  house.  When  I first  saw  him  he  examined  me.  I paid 
him  five  guineas,  and  asked  him  if  he  could  cure  me,  and  he  said  “ Yes.” 
I always  went  to  Dr.  Hunter  up  to  the  time  of  my  taking  to  my  bed.  On 
the  14th  of  October  I went  to  his  house  about  eleven  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  When  I reached  the  house  a servant  came  and  showed  me  into 
the  w'aiting-room,  where  there  were  other  persons.  I waited  there  more 
than  two  hours.  I then  saw  the  prisoner  upstairs  on  the  first  floor.  He 
was  quite  alone.  After  I got  into  tlje  room  he  asked  me  how  I was.  I 
^saul  I felt  the  pain  in  my  side  nmcli  worse.  He  told  me  to  sit  down,  and 
told  me  to  inhale  something  from  an  instrument.  I did  so  for  about  five 
minutes,  when  he  took  a small  bottle  off  the  table,  and  poured  some  of  the 
contents  into  the  instrument.  A few  mmutes  afterwards  a very  strange 
feeling  came  over  me.  I was  inhaling  at  the  time  that  he  poured  some- 
thing in  the  back  part  of  the  instrument.  A strange  feeling  came  over 
me.  A stupefying,  powerless  feeling  came  over  me,  but  I did  not  feel  it 
•so  much  then  as  afterwards.  I retained  my  consciousness.  He  then  said 
he  would  examine  my  side,  and  put  his  hand  up  my  clothes  to  do  so.  He 
was  talking  about  how  much  better  I was,  and  how  he  hoped  soon  to  get 
me  about,  and  while  he  was  tiilking  I did  not  notice  what  ho  was  doing, 
and  suddenly  he  threw  me  back  on  the  chair  into  a position  that  left  me 
•entirely  helpless,  and  then  committed  the  assault. 

Mr.  Eigby. — You  must  describe  what  he  did. 

Witness. — He  had  connection  with  me.  As  soon  as  I could  I struggled 
4o  get  from  Inm,  when  he  put  his  head  over  my  face  and  began  kissing 
me  in  the  mo.st  passionate  manner,  so  that  I could  not  scream.  I after- 
wards got  away  from  him,  and  the  chair  in  which  I was  seated  flew  back 
towards  the  sofa.  He  then  washed  his  hands  of  something  that  was  on 
tJiem,  and  said  he  hoped  I would  not  think  anything  of  what  he  had  done, 
•but  I demanded  that  the  door  should  be  opened  to  me. 

Mr.  Eigby : Who  unfastened  tlic  door  ? — Witness : The  prisoner. 

What  did  you  do  when  you  got  out  of  the  house  ? — I went  to  a friend’s, 
:about  a minute  and  a halfs  walk — a Mrs.  Charlan,  I remained  there 
about  ten  minixtes.  I then  went  out  and  hailed  a cab,  and  I then  went  to 
Dr.  Hunter’s  door  and  asked  for  an  embrocation  which  he  had  prescribed 
for  me. 

Mr.  Eigby:  Did  you  go  to  the  house  in  the  cab?— Witness : No.  I 
•called  the  cab  afterwards,  and  went  home.  I saw  my  mother  when  I got 
home,  and  1 marie  a complaint  to  her.  Tliis  was  about  two  o’clock.  1 
remained  at  home  after  that,  and  kept  my  bed  for  about  a fortnight. 

Did  you  make  any  complaint  to  your  husband? — I was  unable  to 
do  so. 

Who  attended  upon  you  while  you  kept  your  bed?— My  mother  and  a 
• nurse. 

' have  any  communication  with  tlic  prisoner  after 
^’'Ot  the  sliglitest.  My  mother  went  to  him,  and  Dr. 
Wills  came  to  see  me.  He  came  on  the  following  Monday.  He  attended 
Jiic  three  times.  A Dr.  Melville  also  attended  me.  He  was  one  of  the 
visiting  doctors  at  Dr.  Hunter’s. 
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'When  was  it  yon  lirst  made  tlic  complaint  to  yonr  Imahand? — I told 
him  the  Monday  fortnight  after  it  liad  happened.  I did  not  make  a fnll 
complaint  to  him.  1 did  not  like  to  do  so.  On  the  Wednesday  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  T made  a full  complaint  to  my  hnahand. 

Cross-examined  hy  lUr.  Serjeant  Ballantine. — Iliad  inhaled  on  former 
■occasions  at  Dr.  Hunter’s.  I inhaled  also'  at  home  for' my  complaint. 
The  instnunent  he  supplied  me  Avith  was  different  to  that  from  which  I 
inhaled  at  his  house  upon  the  occasion  of  the  assault.  The  room  in  Avhicli 
the  assault  took  place  Avas  the  draAving-room  in  Upper  Scymour-street. 
The  patients  ahvaj's  sat  in  a room  doAvnstairs.  The  chair  upon  Avhich  I 
sat  liad  no  arms,  and  ran  on  castors.  The  instrument  from  As'hich  I in- 
haled had  a heating  apparatus  heneath  it.  Thete  Avas  a sofa  in  the  room. 
When  he  pushed  the  chair  hack  to  examine  my  side  it  Avas  about  a quarter 
of  a yard  from  the  sofa.  He  Avas  kneeling  doAvn  examining  my  sirl6,  and 
speaking  A*ery  fast  at  the  time  he  threAv  me  hack.  He  put  his  face  upon- 
my  face  and  kissed  me  during  the  assaidt.  I had  no  idea  of  Avhat  he  avic» 
about  to  do.  I struggled  a great  deal.  I could  not  scream  Avhen his  face- 
Avas  OAmr  mine.  When  the  chair  Avas  pushed  hack  I could  haA'e  screamed, 
but  I did  not  think  of  screaming.  T felt  too  stupefied.  It  is  true  that  I 
stated  I did  not  scream  because  I did  not  Avant  to  make  a scene  in  the 
house.  When  I got  to  Mrs.  Charlan's  I saAV  the  harinaid  first.  I AA'as  in 
the  bar-parlour.  I did  not  take  anything  there.  I declined  at  first  to 
mention  the  name  of  Mrs.  Charlan  because  I did  not  Avish  to  bring  her 
name  in.  l)r.  Hunter  had  promised  to  giA'e  me  a blister  for  my  side  on 
the  preAdous  Wednesday,  and  it  Avas  for  that  I called;  but  he  said,  “Be- 
fore you  go  I Avill  just  examine  your  side.”  IluiA’e  had  no  communication 
Avith  Dr.  Hunter  since  then,  either  Avritten  or  A^erbal. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Ballantine. — Will  you  swear  that? — Witness : I think  I 
Avrote  to  him  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  of  the  assault,  telling  him  that 
the  embrocation  Avas  not  strong  enough.  This  Avas  after  I had  told  my 
mother  he  had  committed  a rape  upon  me. 

Did  you  address  him  “ Dear  Sir?” — I think  not. 

The  letter  Avas  here  put  in  and  read  as  folloAvs  : — ■ 

“ Dr.  Hunter, — Dear  Sir, — I think  there  must  Iuia'C  been  some  mistake 
in  my  medicine,  as  I understood  from  you  that  you  had  prescribed  some- 
thing to  make  the  blister.  I only  receiA'ed  a bottle  labelled  ‘ Embroca- 
tion,’ Avhich  I have  put  on  my  side  Avithout  the  least  efiect.  I have  seirt 
the  remainder  of  the  bottle,  and  should  feel  obliged  by  j’our  sending  mo 
Avord  if  it  is  Avhat  you  intended  for  the  blister.  I am  in  such  dreadful 
pain  or  Avould  not  trouble  you  so  much. — ^I  beg  to  remain,  yours  obediently, 
(Signed)  “Annie  Meiiuick. 

“52,  Upper  Baker-street.” 

By  the  Judge. — What  day  Avas  it  you  Avrote  that  letter? — Witness:. 
The  same  day. 

Cross-examination  continued. — I Avrote  that  letter  about  an  hour  after 
I got  home. 

Jlr.  Serjeant  Ballantine. — Tlien  you  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
embrocation  Avould  not  take  efiect  in  an  hour  ? — Witness : Yes. 

Who  put  the  blister  on  your  side  ? — My  brother.  He  had  been  in  an 
infiimarA',  and  understood  it.  I Avent  to  bed  to  haA'e  the  blister  put  on. 

But  Avliat  prevented  your  brother  going  to  the  doctor’s  instead  of  your 
writing  ? — Because  he  Avas  minding  my  business.  My  brother  thought 
it  better  that  I sliould  not  say  anything  to  iny  husband  till  I got  I’ctten 
My  husband  is  in  the  cigar  trade.  I servo  in_  tlie  shop.  >Vc  baA'c  kept 
the  shop  for  about  six  months.  My  husband  is  a traveller  for  Mr.  1 errj  , 
He  has  recently  been  a bankrupt.  After  my  husband  s bankrnptcj  L 
Avont  to  li\'e  in  apartments  at  Brompton,  and  afterAvards  avo  Avent  to  In  e 
in  Portland-street.  My  brother  never  called  himself  “ Dr.  Coddacd.  He 
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ivas  fckr  some  months  a private  policeman  in  tlio  Cheltenham  police.'  X 
come  from  Tewkesbury.  I was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  my  brother  when 
he  lived  at  Brentford.  I know  Dr.  Friar  at  Tewkesbury. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Robinson. — am  2(J,.  I lived  in  Conduit- 
street  three  years,  and  I left  on  account  of  my  husband’s  bankruptcy.  I 
kept  a lodging-house,  and  during  the  time  mair>-  persons  of  higli  rank 
stayed  in  my  house.  At  the  time  I wrote  to  Dr.  Hunter  I was  in  very 
great  pain.  Tliere  was  no  reason  why  I said  nothing  to  Mrs.  Charlan 
beyond  that  I ditl  not  want  to  bring  her  name  in.  It  was  vapour  that  E 
inhaled,  but  I did  not  detect  any  different  flavour  to  that  I had  previously 
inhaled. 

The  apji.'iratiLS  from  which  the  prosecutrix  inhaled  the  vapour,  and  the 
chair  on  whicli  she  sat,  were  here  produced  in  court,  but  no  reurarks  were 
made  relative  to  them,  and  the  next  witness  was  called. 

Elizabeth  Jones,  examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Robinson. — I am  the 
mother  of  the  foregoing  witness,  and  I keep  a boarding-house  in  New 
Bond-street.  I recollect  my  daugliter  coming  home  on  the  day  in 
question.  I think  it  Was  about  two  o’clbck.  When  she  got  home  she 
complained  about  some  violence  that  had  been  done  to  her.  She  wa» 
crying  and  appeared  very  much  excited.  She  went  to  bed.  I afterwards 
went  to  Dr.  Hunter’s,  and  there  saw  the  servant.  I went  again  on  tlie 
Monday,  when  I saw  the  hall-porter,  but  I saw  Dr.  Hunter  after  waiting 
about  an  hour  and  a half.  I asked  him  for  a visiting  doctor  for  my 
daughter.  Dr.  Wills  afterwards  saw  my.  daughter.  She  grew  worse, 
and  I thought  she  was  dying.  She  took  the  sacrament  a week  after 
wljat  had  happened. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Ballantine. — ^Tliis  is  the  first  time  that 
I have  been  exanuned  upon  tins  matter.  My  daughter’s  bed-room  is  uj)- 
stairs,  and  I assisted  to  put  her  to  bed.  After  she  had  been  in  bed  some 
time,  she  found  the  blister  was  not  effective^  and  I wished  her  to  write  to 
the  doctor.  The  embrocation  was  put  on  bnmediately  she  got  into  bed. 
X put  the  embrocation  on  her  side.  My  son  was  in  the  room  at  the  time. 

[ was  afraid  of  her  telling  her  husband,  and  I was  afraid  to  mention  it  to. 
Dr.  Hunter,  as  I thought  he  would  send  something  that  would  injure  rny 
child.  ' 

Mr.  Serjeant  Ballantine. — What!  do  you  me.an  to  say  you  think  ho 
would  have  poisoned  her? — Witness;  I thought  after  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  acted  he  would  not  mind  doing  anything,  aiid  that  he  might  give- 
her  something  that  she  would  not  live  afterwards.  JEr.  Wills  never 
mentioned  anything  to  me  about  not  attending  to  my  daughter  any 
longer  without  fees. 

Re-examined. — My  daughter,  at  the  time  the  embrocation  was  put  on 
her  side,  screamed  frightfully  with  the  pain  she  was  suffering.  My  sou 
showed  me  how  the  embrocation  should  be  put  on. 

Eliza  Wood,  examined  by  Mr.  Rigby. — E am  in  the  employ  of  Mrs. 
Charlan.  She  keeps  the  City  of  Quebec,  in  Oxford-street.  I remember 
Mrs.  Merrick  coming  to  Mrs.  Charlan’s  on  the  14th  of  October.  It  was 
between  one  and  two  o’clock,  and  she  seemed  very  excited.  Mrs. 
Merrick  went  into  the  bar-parlour.  Mrs.  Charlan  was  upstairs,  and  it 
was  ten  minutes  before  she  came  d5wn. 

Cross-examined. — Mrs.  Charlan  is  the  landlady  of  the  City  of  Quebec. 
Mrs.  Charlan  is  out  of  town.  She  was  out  of  town  yesterday.  I don’t 
know  where  she  has  gone.  Mrs.  Merrick  has  been  to  Mrs.  Charlan’s  fotir 
times  since  I have  been  with  Mrs.  Charlan.  Mrs.  Merrick  stayed  about 
throe  minutes  with  Mrs.  Charlan.  When  sho  left  she  told  me  she  whs 
going  to  Dr.  Hunter’s  to  fetch  something. 

Fre<lerick  Jones,  examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Robinson. — My  name  is 
1 redenck  Coddard  Jones.  I am  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Merrick.  I was  at 
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lier  house  outlie  14th  of  Octoher,  nml  remember  her  eoiuino- lioine.  I 
iiiotieed  that  she  was  erj-inj;  when  slic  eame  in,  and  she  went  and  lav 
down  on  the  sofa,  at  the  buek  of  the  shop.  Sl.e  l.ad  some  conversation 
with  her  mother,  and  begf^ed  her  to  take  her  upstairs.  I went  to  horsc- 
whip  J )r.  Hunter.  I remember  tlie  embrocation  being  aiiplied.  My  mother 
mud  1 did  it  between  us.  on., 

^ Cross-examined. — I liave  been  a policeman  for  eighteen  months  at 
Cheltenham.  I resigned  my  situation.  Previous  to  that  1 was  appren- 
ticed to  a carpenter.  Before  that  I was  a confectioner.  I was  never 
•^•allcd  “ Dr.  Goddard.”  I was  when  a boy  nicknamed  “ Dr.  Goddard.” 
J never  had  charge  of  a lunatic  patient.  Jly  mother  had.  I applied  for 
■a  licence  to  keep  a house  for  epileptic  patients.  I never  sign  myself 

(loddard.” 

A letter  was  here  produced  bearing  the  signature  of  Goddard  ” only, 
■vvlnch  tlie  witness  said  lie  inij^ht  liave  written  in  n Imrr}", 

Samuel  Merrick,  examined  by  Serjeant  Robinson. — I am  the  husband 
< of  the  prosecutrix. 

Cross-examined  by  ilr.  Serjeant  Ballantine.  — T wont  to  Dr.  Hunter’s 
■on  the  30th  of  October.  I don’t  know  that  Dr.  Wills  declined  to  attend 
my  wife  further  without  the  fees  being  p.aid ; but  Dr.  Hunter  said  ho 
could  not  allow  him  to  attend  her  further  without  the  fees.  He  said  he 
should  require  the  money  down  before  he  could  further  attend  my  wife. 
I arranged  that  it  should  be  paid ; but  it  was  not  paid  because  my  wife 

• could  not  have  his  attendance.  I had  recently  been  bankrupt.  I paid 
Jiothing  to  my  creditors.  1 left  Conduit-street  owing  a good  deal  of 
mioney,  and  I left  Brompton  owing  a good  deal  of  money.  I have  been 
summoned  since  my  residence  in  Baker-street. 

Re-examined. — When  I arranged  to  pay  Dr.  Hunter  1 was  not  aware 
«of  what  he  had  done.  This  was  on  the  30th  of  October.  When  I got 
lionie  my  wife  told  me  she  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  Dr.  Hunter, 

• as  he  had  grossly  insulted  her.  She  did  not  then  make  a full  disclosure, 

but  she  did  subsequently  on  the  2nd  November.  On  the  same  day  I went 
with  my  brother-in-law  to  Dr.  Hunter’s  with  a horsewhij).  1 

Mr.  Serjeant  Robinson. — This,  my  lord,  is  the  case. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Ballantine  said  he  did  not  intend  to  call  any  witnesses  for 
the  defence. 

The  learned  counsel  for  the  prosecution  consequently  jiroceeded  to  sum 
up  the  evidence  that  had  been  adduced  in  support  of  the  charge.  He 
. said  he  thought  he  had  a right  to  complain  of  tlie  course  that  had  been 
-adopted  by  his  learned  friend  in  dragging  the  circumstances  of  the 
husband  of  the  prosecutrix  before  the  world',  as  he  said  it  was  not  denied 
that  he  was  a poor  man,  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  question  whether  the  prisoner  was  guilty  of  the 
*-cffence  imputed  to  him  or  not.  He  then  proceeded  to  argue  that  there 
was  not  a tittle  of  evidence  to  show  that  the  prosecutrix  was  actuated  by 
any  improper  motive  in  making  the  accusation  against  the  prisoner,  and 
lie  accounted  for  her  conduct  in  not  telling  her  husband  immediately  by 
stating  that  he  was  evidently  a man  of  impetuous  feelings,  and  .she  was 
doubtless  afraid  of  the  consequences,  and  that  it  was  evident  she  was  a 
person  who  clung  to  life,  and  believing,  as  the  prisoner  had  said,  that  he 
could  cure  her  in  a month,  she  was  anxious  to  have  the  benetit  of  his 
skill,  knowing  full  well  at  the  same  time  that  any  discovery  or  statement 
-on  her  part  would  lead  to  a public  exposure  and  inquiry,  and  that  her 
death  would  in  all  probability  lie  the  result. 

The  Court  then  adjourned,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  jury  to  have 
some  refreshment. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Ballantine  then  proceeded  to  address  tho  jury  for  the 

• defence.  He  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  in  the  last  address  of  his 
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learned  friend  lio  liad  appealed  entirely  to  their  sympathies  and  their 
feelings,  and  tliut  ho  appeared  almost  naturally  to  rely  upon  the  im- 
probability that  a woman  in  the  eondition  of  the  prosecutrix  should  havo^ 
made  suoh  a charge  if  it  had  not  been  founded  in  truth.  On  the  part  ot 
the  gentleman  at  the  l>ar  ho  should  ask  them  to  dismiss  all  such 
considerations  from  their  minds,  and  decide  the  case  solely  upon  tho 
sworn  testimony  that  had  been  laid  before  them,  and  not  allow  any 
prejudice  to  operate  upon  thorn.  As  to  the  question  of  motive,  it  was- 
impossible  to  trace  tho  motives  that  operated  upon  the  human  mind,  and 
in  all  these  cases  it  was  not  only  difficult,  but  at  times  utterly  impossible, 
to  discover  the  motive  that  operated  in  a particular  case  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  party,  and  all  that  was  possible  for  a jury  to  do  was  to  look  at  th& 
nature  of  the  charge  and  all  the  circumstances  connecteil  with  it,  and 
then  say,  as  reasonable  men,  and  as  men  acquainted  with  the  world, 
whether  the  evidence  conclusively  established  the  guilt  of  the  accused 
person.  His  learned  friend  had  referred  to  the  fact  of  his  not  having* 
called  any  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  but  he  had  very  carefully 
considered  the  subject,  and,  having  ascertained  that  he  really  was  not  in 
a condition  to  bring  any  material  evidence  relating  to  the  actual  charge 
before  the  jury,  he  felt  that  it  was  utterly  unnecessary  to  call  any  wit- 
nesses, as  tlieir  evidence  would  not  have  afforded  any  information  to  tho 
jury  on  the  subject.  He  would  now  ask  the  jury,  in  the  tirst  place, 
whether  a man  in  the  position  of  the  prisoner,  a physician,  who  must  have 
known  that  the  result  of  his  future  career  Avould  depend  entirely  upon  his 
character  for  honour  and  morality,  should  have  been  guilty  of  such  a gross 
act  of  misconduct  towards  one  of  his  patients,  when  lie  must  have  been 
Avell  aware  that  the  consequences  of  exposure  would  have  been  his  entire 
ruin  ? Hid  tliey  think  if  he  had  committed  this  assault  upon  the  prosecu- 
trix, that  he  would  have  refused  to  continue  his  attendance  upon  her 
unless  he  M'as  paid  his  fees,  and  whether  he  would  not  have  attempted  to 
solace  her,  and  induce  her  to  hold  her  tongue,  until  her  death,  which  was 
represented  to  have  been  imminent,  had  actually  taken  place,  and  her  lips 
would  have  been  closed  for  ever?  Ho  a.sked  them  to  contrast  tho 
conduct  of  the  prisoner  with  that  of  the  prosecutrix,  and  upon  tho 
result  of  that  comparison  he  relied  with  considerable  confidence  that 
the  jury  could  only  come  to  one  conclusion,  which  was  that  the 
story  told  by  the  prosecutrix  was  most  improbable,  and  that  they  could 
not  rely  upon  her  evidence.  The  story  told  by  her  about  her  condition 
appeared  to  him  to  be  most  extraordinary,  and  if  the  jury  could  believe 
that  chloroform  was  the  ingredient  that  was  made  use  of  it  was  obvious 
that,  from  the  mode  in  which  it  was  represented  to  have  been  adminis- 
tered, tlie  death  of  tho  prostfeutrix  might  have  been  tho  result.  Tlie 
story  also  that  was  told  by  the  prosecutrix  as  to  the  circumstanees  under 
which  the  alleged  offence  was  committed  appeared  to  him  most  astound- 
ing, and  tlie  jury  would  bear  in  mind  that  the  offence  was  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  in  a house  situated  in  one  of  the  great  thoroughfares  of 
the  metrojpolis,  and  in  a house  filled  with  patients  and  servants,  where 
the  slightest  .scream  or  the  slightest  alarm  must  immediately  have 
attracted  attention.  He  then  proceeded  to  'complain  of  tho  manner  in 
which  the  case  had  been  conducted  before  the  magistrate,  and  said  that 
several  witnesses  whom  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  earnestly  entreated 
might  be  examined  were  not  called,  and  tlie  result  was  that  a groat 
inany  of  the  witnesses  who  had  never  been  examined  were  called  for  tho 
first  time,  and  the  legal  advisers  of  the  prisoner  had  had  no  opportunity 
of  making  any  inquiries  respecting  tliem,  or  of  ascertaining  whether  they 
were  speaking  the  truth  or  not.  Ho  thought  the  jury  ought  to  look  with 
very  great  suspicion  on  the  evidence  of  the  iirosecutrix,  and  he  should 
like  to  know  what  motive  she  could  have  had  for  refusing  to  give  tho 
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name  'of  Mrs.  Cliarlan,  the  lady  she  had  visited  immediately  after 
the  transaction,  and  how  it  happened  that  this  lady  shoidd  have  left 
I.ondon  yesterday  morning,  and  no  one  knew  where  she  was  gone 
to.  The  barmaid  had  been  called  in  her  place,  hut  she  really  knew 
nothing  oi  what  had  taken  place,  Mrs,  Cliarlan  was  the  ])ci'son  she 
spoke  to,  and  she  was  the  person  who  ought  to  have  heen  called  as  a, 
witness,  hut  she  had  gone  away  under  the  astounding  circumstances  to 
which  he  had  alluded.  They  must  not  forget,  however,  that  when  the 
prosecutrix  left  the  public-house  she  told  the  barmaid  that  she  was  going 
to  Dr.  Hunter’s  to  fetch  something,  and  he  asked  the  jury,  with  great 
coniidence,  to  give  their  opinion  whether  this  was  the  conduct  that 
woidd  he  expected  from  a Avoman  Avho,  only  half  an  hour  before,  had  had 
such  an  abominable  outrage  committed  upon  her?  The  learned  serjeant 
next  referred  to  the  conduct  that  had  heen  pursued  by  the  mother  of  the 
prosecutrix,  and  he  said  it  Avas  impossible  to  helieA'e  that  the  mother 
would  not  have  made  an  immediate  complaint  and  outcry  if  the  pro- 
secutrix had  really  told'her  that  the  prisoner  had  committed  the  outrage 
upon  her  A\diich  Avas  alleged  to  haAm  taken  place,  and  he  urged  that  the 
probability  AA^as  that  sho'  had  merely  said  something  about  the  medical, 
treatment  to  Avhich  sha  had  been  subjected,  Avhich  had  been  afterwards 
distorted  into  the  present  accusation.  He  then  handed  to  them  the 
letter  that  had  been  produced,  and  asked  the  jury  to  look  at  the  Avu-iting 
and  the  contents  and  see  Avhether  they  presented  anything  like  the 
■appearance  that  Avould  be  ex2)cctcd  in  a document  that  had  j)assed 
betAveen  a Avoman  and  her  raAusher.  At  first  she  said  she  did  not 
remember  haAung  sent  such  a letter,  and  it  Avas  not  until  it  Avas  jAut  into 
her  hands  that  she  Avas  compelled  to  admit  that  she  had  sent 
the  letter,  and  that  she  had  addressed  the  man  Avho  had  violated  her 
an  hour  before  as  “ Dear  Sir.”  As  to  the  excuse  that  had  been 
given,  that  the  parties  Avcrc  afraid  of  making  a disclosure  because  they 
were  desirous  of  continuing  to  aAuil  themselves  of  the  professional  skill 
«f  the  prisoner,  and  Avere  also  afraid  that  he  Avoidd  give  her  some  injurious 
drug,  he  submitted  that  it  Avas  absurd  and  could  not  be  credited.  There 
appeared  to  be  no  doubt  that,  about  a Aveek  after  the  transaction  Avas 
represented  to  luwe  taken  place,  the  Holy  Sacrament  Avas  adminis- 
tered to  the  prosecutrix,  but  he  could  not  heltA  thinking  that  this  had 
really  nothing  AvhatcA’^er  to  do  Avith  the  inquiry,  and  that  the  fact  Avas 
merely  introduced  for  the  pui’iiose  of  creating  prejudice.  Tlie  learned 
serjeant  thenAvent  on  to  argue  that  the  conduct  oftlie  ju’esecutrix  and  ot 
her  mother  and  brother  AA'as  totally  inconsistent  Avith  the  belief  that  any 
■such  crime  had  been  committed,  and  that  it  Avas  monstrous  to  siqiiAose 
that  they  Avould  haA'C  alloA\’’ed  Dr.  Hunter  to  go  on  treating  the  prose- 
cutrix if  they  had  really  belicA'ed  that  lieAA'a  guilty  of  such  an  outrage  as 
Avas  rejArcsented.  He  then  called  the  attention  ot  the  jury  to  the  tacts 
that  the  prisoner  had  not  only  refused  to  treat  the  lArosecutrix  any  hAiiger 
unless  he  received  his  fees,  and  that  he  had  instituted  a criminal  prose- 
cution against  the  husband  and  the  brothcr'  of  the  prosecutrix,  and  he 
submitted  that  if  he  had  knoAvn  that  he  Avas  guilt^v  of  the  crime  of  AA’hicli 
he  Avas  accused  this  Avas  the  last  mode  ef  proceeding  that  he  Avould  have 
adopted.  He  concluded  by  observiimthatdheprisonor'Avas  charged  A\'ith 
an  oflence  Avhich  could  only  be  committed  in  the  presence  ot  the  prisoner 
and  the  accused,  and  he  urged  that  there  Avas  not  the  slightest  con  oboia- 
tion  of  the  statement  told  by  the  prosecutrix,  and  that  the  prisoner  Avas 
entitled  upon  every  ground  to  an  acquittal  iqAon  the  serious  chaige  that 

had  been  made  against  him.  . r i i <• 

There  Avas  an  attempt  at  applause  at  the  conclusion  of  the  speech  ot 
the  learned  counsel,  A\diich  Avas  Avith  some  difficulty  re^ucssed  by  the 
oflicers  of  the  court. 
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Mr.  Justice  Byles  tlien  proceeded  to  sum  up  the  case  to  the  jury. 
Having  explained  the  formal  nature  of  the  charge,  his  lordship  said  that 
the  inqiiir-y-  was  one  of  a very  peculiar  character.  It  was  not  pretended 
that  the  proeecntj-ix  was  a conseuting  party,  but  the  ..defeuco  wa*.  that 
her  story  was  a wicked  invention  from  first  to  last,  and  he  did  not  re- 
member a case  where  more  fearful  wickedness  was  imputed  by  one  party 
to  the  other.  On  the  one  side  the  prisoner  was  charged  with  a most 
atrocious  oftence,  and  on  the  other  there  was  a charge  of  perjury  of  the 
most  abominable  description.  He  did  not  see  that,  apart  from  this 
transaction,  there  appeared  to  be  the  slightest  imputation  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  either  the  prosecutrix  or  the  prisoner,  and  yet  one  or  the  other 
had  undoubtedly  l)een  guilty  of  a most  fearful  crime.  The  learned  judge 
tlien  read  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution,  and  said  that  the  learned 
counsel  for  the  prisoner  had  argued  that  it  was  impossible  that  the  oftence 
could  have  been  committed  under  the  circumstances  she  hadi’epresented, 
and  this  was  a matter  for  their  consideration,  and  it  was  their  province 
to  decide  what  weight  ought  to  be  given  to  this:  suggestion  on  be- 
half of  the  prisoner.  In  the  course  of  the  speech  for  the  defence  it 
had  been  suggested  that  the  charge  might  ha.ve  been  the  result  of  some 
mistake,  but  he  did  not  see  how  it  was  possible  to  reconcile  this  with  the 
fact  deposed  to  by  thor prosecutrix,  that,  after  the  occurrence  had  taken 
place;  the  prisoner  told  her  he  hoped  she  would  not  think  any  more  of 
what  had  happened.  His  lordship  next  called  the  attention  of  the  jury 
to  the  cross-examination  of  the  prosecutrix,  and  to  her  admission  that 
the  reason  she  did  not  scream  at  the  time  the  attack  was  made  upon  her 
was  that  she  did  not  wish  to  make  a scene  in  the  house,  and  that  all  she 
desired  was  to  get  out  of  the  house  as  soon  as  she  could.  His  lordship 
next  referred  to  the  letter  that  had  been  written  by  the  prosecutrix  to 
the  prisoner,  .and  said  that  if  the  desire  was  to  get  something  to  relieve 
the  prosecutrix  from  the  p.ain  she  was  then  enduring  he  did  not  think 
there  was  very  much  in  her  addressing  the  prisoner  as  “ Dear  Sir,”  and 
certainly  the  word  “ Dear”  w’as  written,  as  shortly  as  possible.  This 
was  the'  story  of  the  prosecutrix.  Was  it  the  truth,  or  was  it  a 
fabrication  ? The  learned  judge  then  read  the  evidence  of  the  remaining 
■wutnesses,  and  concluded  by  stating  tluat  the  question  for  their  con- 
sideration was  whether  the  prisoner  had  committed  the  crime  of  rape 
under  the  most  discreditable  circumstances,  or  whether  the  prosecx:trix 
had  committed  wilful  and  deliberate  perjury ; and  he  was  sorry  to  add  that 
other  persons  connected  with  her  must  have  been  guilty  of  the  same 
offence.  If  the  evidence  satisfied  them  of  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner  they 
ought  to  say  so  byitheir  verdict ; if  they  believed  the  case  that  was  set 
up  for  the  prisoner  they  ought  to  acquit  ; and  if  they  were  so  puzzled, 
and  in  such  a state  of  doubt  and  unoertainty  upon  the  point  as  to  be 
unable  to  come  to  a satisfactory  decision,  they  ought  then  to  apply  the 
golden  rule  of  the  criminal  law  of  this  country,  and  also  say  that  the 
prisoner  was  not  guilty. 

The  jury  retired  at  a quarter  to  four  o’clock  to  deliberate  upon  their 
verdict.  Tliey  returned  into  Court  at  four  o’clock  and  found  the  prisoner 
NOT  GUILTY.  ^ 

Tlie  verdict  was  received  with  a loud  burst  of  cheering,  which  was 
with  difficulty  represser!.  ^ 

Mr.  Serjeant  Ballantine  then  said  tliat  the  charge  of  assault  prefcrr^l 
by  Dr.  Hunter  against  the  husband  and  brotlicr  of  the  prosecutrix  had 
been  removed  into  this  Court,  and  he  applied  that  it  should  be  postponed 
to  the  next  session.  ^ 

Tliis  application  was  granted. 

Thedefcndant  was  then  (lisghargcd,  .and  when  he  got . into  the  street 
lie  was  loudly  cheered  by  the  persons  who  were  assembled. 
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